
NATIONAL FREEDOM DAY SPEAKERS 

 
YEAR SPEAKER ................................................................................................................................................ PLACE 

1966 Mr. Ossie Davis, New York, NY, Noted Actor .............................................. Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

 Mr. Cecil B. Moore, Philadelphia NAACP 

1967 Honorable Julian Bond, Member Georgia State Legislature  .......................... Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

1968 Mr. P. Jay Sidney, TV Personality ................................................................... Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

1969 Dr. Bennetta B. Washington, Educator ........................................................................... Sheraton Hotel 

 Reverend Leon H. Sullivan, Founder OIC 

1970 Congressman William H. Gray 

 Dr. Marcus A. Foster, Educator 

1971 Dr. Herman R. Brannon, President, Lincoln University .................................. Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

 Dr. William Hudgins, Freedom National Bank 

1972 Dr. Helen Edmunds, Dean of Graduate School, NCCU, Durham, NC. ........... Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

 National President, The Links Inc 

1973 Mr. Mal Goode, Press Representative, United Nations -ABC ........................ Benjamin Franklin Hotel 

 Bishop E. L. Hickman, A.M.E. Church First District ...................................................... Congress Hall 

1974 Dr. Wade Wilson, President, Cheyney State College, Cheyney, PA ............... Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

 Reverend James L. Dandridge, Pastor, Mount Pisgah A.M.E. Church ........................... Congress Hall 

 Father Elmer Powell, Archdiocese of Philadelphia, PA 

1975 Congressman Walter E. Fauntroy ................................................................... Benjamin Franklin Hotel 

 Congressman William Green 

1976 Mr. Sherman Hannon, Past President, Y's Men International......................................... Visitors Center 

 Mrs. Barbara Thompson, US Dept. ................................................................. Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

 Equal Employment Opportunity Officer 

 Dr. Charles S. Spivey Jr., Executive Dir ................................................ Mother Bethel A.M.E. Church 

 Federation of Churches, Chicago, IL 

1977 Dr. Deborah Wolfe, Professor, Queens College, New York City ................... Benjamin Franklin Hotel 

 Dr. Franklin H. Williams, President, The Phelps-Stokes Fund 

1978 Dr. Michael Russell Winston, Director, ...................................... Moorland Springarn Research Center 

 Howard University, Washington, DC 

1979 Dr. Walter J. Leonard, President, Fisk University .......................................... Benjamin Franklin Hotel 

1980 Mayor Henry L. Marsh II, Mayor of Richmond, VA ..................................... Benjamin Franklin Hotel 

1981 Dr. Wiley A. Branton, Dean, Law School, Howard University, Wash., DC ......... Franklin Plaza Hotel 

1982 Congressman Bob Edgar........................................................................................ Franklin Plaza Hotel 

1983 Mr. W. Wilson Goode, City Manager, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania ................ Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

1984 Honorable Roland W. Burris, Comptroller for State of Illinois ....................... Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

1985 Dr. Edwin L. Ellis, President, National Freedom Day Association ................. Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

1986 Dr. Bernard C. Williams, President of William Penn Foundation ................... Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

1987 Mr. John E. Jacobs, President, National Urban League .............................. Sheraton Society Hill Hotel 

1988 Representative John F. White Jr. ..........................................................Wyndham Franklin Plaza Hotel 

1989 Ms. Niara Sudarkasa, President, Lincoln University ............................Wyndham Franklin Plaza Hotel 

1990 Judge Juanita Kidd Stout ......................................................................Wyndham Franklin Plaza Hotel 

1991 Bishop Frank C. Cummings, A.M.E. Church, Seventh District ............................... First District Plaza 

1992 Dr. Valerie Swain Cade (Luncheon) ................................................................ Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 

1993 Dr. Ronald Temple, President, Community College of Omaha ............................... First District Plaza 

1994 Mr. Rotan E. Lee, President, Philadelphia Board of Education ................................ First District Plaza 

1995 Reverend Richard F. Norris, Pastor, St. Matthew A.M.E. Church ........................... First District Plaza 

1996 Congressman Chaka Fattah .................................................................................................. Holiday Inn 


